
 

 

|January 24, 2018 Hutchinson, MN| Stephenson Racing made the trip to ice oval racing’s biggest event, 
the World Championship Snowmobile Derby in Eagle River, WI. “The Derby” is a 4-day event that 
attracts many racers from across the nation and Canada. On track activities started on Thursday with a 
practice session and time trials. The team started the practice session with high hopes of being 
competitive again at the historic track. However, on the third run they burned down an engine. The 
team went right to work by changing engines before the time trials began. Crew chief Chris Stephenson 
explained: “The motor we burned down and the back-up motor we have put in are ‘sister engines.’ The 
power they show on the dyno is very similar, so we aren’t worried about changing motors.” The team’s 
first run on the motor was the time trails that set the rest of the event. Blaine was disappointed in the 
laps he put in during time trials as he explained: “I over drove just about every corner. The sled is better 
than what the time shows.” The team concluded the day with a 6th place in time trials and were ready 
for Friday Night Thunder.  

Friday Night Thunder was the first time the teams got to race each other.  After two red flags and 
restarts, Blaine rode to the checkered flag in 2nd place in the heat race and the team comfortably 
transferred into the TLR Cup points final. The final got started with a red flag on lap one that took out 
two competitors. The full restart of the final was clean, and Blaine was 5th on lap one. Running the low 
line, he made some passes and was running 3rd on lap 5. On lap 6, going into turn one the belt blew and 
ended the team’s night. After assessing the data and a few debrief sessions with the crew, Chris 
Stephenson concluded that the clutch set up was too much for the belt to handle. The team made 
clutching changes to be easier on the belt with the rough track in mind to begin on Saturday. 

A practice session was used by all teams Saturday morning to shake down their sleds before the knock-
out qualifying began. The team finished 2nd in the first heat that transferred them directly to the semi-
finals. In the semi-final, Blaine was slow off the start, but shuffled into 3rd place, the final transfer 
position, down the back stretch. Blaine rode in that position until on lap 6 he hit a bump that jarred him 
from the sled and sent him and the sled into the bales. He was up quick and began digging his Polaris 
from the turn 3 hay bales. The damage was minor, and he was able to continue. Restarting at the back 
of the field, Blaine started on the outside and got a good jump that thrust him into 3rd position again 
down the back straightaway. He rode there and qualified for the front row of the World Championship! 
Any celebration was cut short to begin work on the minorly damaged Wahl Bros. chassis. The team 
rebuilt the front end to assure any damage would not harm their chances at a win, or their driver on 
Sunday. 



 

Sunday at The Derby is filled with tradition and history that Eagle River is known for. The final is a 
grueling 30 lap even that is split by a 10-minute break after 10 laps. A 20-lap sprint to the end decides 
the World Champion. Blaine started on the inside and was about 7th into the first corner. Stuck on the 
rough bottom side of the track, he lost a position and fell to 8th early in the running. A mechanical failure 
of a competitor allowed the team to finish 7th at the break. During the break the team filled with gas and 
lube, changed carbides, cleaned clutches, and changed belts. Blaine stretched and tried to keep the 
blood flowing to finish the 20-lap sprint. On the restart, Blaine was able to get to the high side and begin 
his attack forward. He made quick passes on both the outside and inside, and 5 laps into the final 20 
laps, he was up to 4th place. The top 3 had gotten to break away from the pack and lead by a 
considerable margin. Blaine ran the smoothest line he could and was slowly gaining ground on the 
leaders, although not fast enough to challenge. With 2 laps to go, a red flag was called for a rider who 
crashed, and the field would get a “Green-White-Checkered” finish. Blaine restarted 3rd, the lead driver 
had a spark plug foul and would not finish the race. The drivers in 4th and 5th on the restart got great 
starts, one of them passing Blaine for the 2nd position. When the white flag came out, Blaine was in 3rd. 
In turn 2 the leader got into “the marbles” and began to spin. While spinning the 2nd place rider was 
collected in the chaos. Blaine scooted by on the outside and assumed the lead! Blaine made his way 
through the final two turns and crossed the line with the checkered flag waving! Stephenson Racing 
wins the 2018 World Championship! An excited Blaine after the finish said: “I cannot believe it! The end 
of the race was complete chaos and some how we ended up with the lead! This is a dream come true, I 
am just so excited!” 

Stephenson Racing will be back in action on Friday Night in Wausau, WI for the Flip Merwin Memorial 
Wausau 525. Tune into SledKnawker.TV for all the action!  


